
  
 
SIGN PEN, IPI AND MLSA’S PETITION TO FREE NEDİM TÜRFENT 
 
To our friend and colleague Nedim Türfent 
 
As writers, journalists, publishers, artists and activists, we have denounced the continuous 
deterioration of freedom of expression in Turkey. For over two years, we have witnessed 
the Turkish authorities pursue an unprecedented crackdown against independent voices, 
severely restricting fundamental rights and freedoms. Although the state of emergency has 
now officially been lifted, Turkey remains the largest jailer of journalists in the world. 
Amongst those unfairly imprisoned is you, Nedim.   
 
Today you have spent 1000 days behind bars.  
 
1000 days trapped in a prison cell for simply being a journalist.  
 
Prior to your arrest in May 2016, you were covering Turkish military operations in southeast 
Turkey. For this, you paid a heavy price. Targeted with systematic online harassment 
campaigns, you received death threats online and were threatened by the security services 
unless you left the area, yet you refused. You stayed. 
 
Charged with terrorism offences, you were kept in solitary confinement for nearly two 
years, in harrowing conditions in your four-meter-long prison cell, where you were denied 
access to TV, radio, books and newspapers and forced to read ‘the back of detergent boxes’ 
to pass time. 
 
When your trial opened, you were repeatedly denied the right to be physically present in 
court and instead had to testify via videoconference, experiencing severe connection and 
interpretation issues when you tried to give evidence in your native language of Kurmanji 
Kurdish. Out of 20 witnesses called to testify against you, 19 retracted their statements, 
saying they had been extracted under torture. Despite such clear evidence of flagrant fair-
trial violations, you were sentenced to eight years and nine months in prison in December 
2017. 
 
Yet you stayed strong in the face of injustice. You took out a piece of paper, a pen, and 
started composing poetry.  
 
You would keep writing.  
 
You would not be silenced.  
 
Today, we are writing to let you know that you are not alone. We stand alongside you and 
unite our voices to call for your immediate and unconditional release. We will continue to 



fight for the rights of journalists and writers – in Turkey and around the world – to be able 
to write freely, and for all those jailed for peacefully expressing their views to be free.   
 
Hold strong, dear friend.  
 
Signed by:  
 

1 Abdal Nuri Abdal 

2 Abdollah Hejab 

3 Abdulkadir Ulumaskan 

4 Abdûrrahman Bakir 

5 Adina Dinitoiu 

6 Adina Rosetti 

7 Adrian Lacatus 

8 Åke Edwardson 

9 Al.Cistelecan 

10 Albert Torras i Corbella 

11 Aleid Truijens 

12 Àlex Broch Huesa 

13 Alex Goldis 

14 Alî Arslan 

15 Ali Çelikkan 

16 Àlvar Valls Oliva 

17 Amed Çeko Jiyan 

18 Amy Cotler 

19 Ana Blandiana 

20 Ana Bozicevic 

21 Ana Doğa 

22 Anastasia Levkova 

23 Andra Rotaru 

24 Andréas Becker 

25 Andrei Zbirnea 

26 Andrej Nikolaidis 

27 Andrew Nguyen 

28 Andrey Kurkov 

29 Andriy Lyubka 

30 Andriy Pavlyshyn 

31 Angela Baciu 
32 Angela Furtuna 
33 Àngels Gregori Parra 
34 Angharad Price 
35 Ann Elvey 
36 Ann Jäderlund 
37 Ann Shenfield 
38 Anna Livion Ingvarsson 



39 Anna Mattsson 
40 Anne Marie Ejrnæs 
41 Annika Thor 
42 Ante Armanini 
43 Anthony Cohan 
44 Antonela Marusic 
45 Antoni Dalmasses Pardo 
46 Antonia Byatt 
47 Antònia Carré-Pons 
48 António Cândido Franco 
49 Anwar Almann 
50 Aret Demirci 
51 Arges Kaxa 
52 Artem Chapeye 
53 Aslan Aslan 
54 Assumpció Forcada 
55 Asya Xerzan 
56 August Bover Font 
57 Aurélia Dondo 
58 Aydın Engin 
59 Ayse Yüzer 
60 Ayşe Papatya Bucak 
61 Azad Hajo 
62 Bac Van Nguyen 
63 Banu Güven  
64 Barbara Trionfi 
65 Barbro Eberan 
66 Barhiem Schickmous 
67 Barış Altıntaş 
68 Barış Yarsel 
69 Baskın Oran 
70 Bedirxan Epozdemir 
71 Ben Quin 
72 Benn Q. Holm 
73 Benoit Quessy 
74 Beril Eski 
75 Berivan Aslan 
76 Berivan Tapan 
77 Berxwedan Yaruk 
78 Bilge Çevik 
79 Birgitta Fransson 
80 Birgitta Gahrton 
81 Birgitta Holm 
82 Birgitta Öhman 
83 Birgitte Hesselaa 
84 Blanca O'leary 
85 Bogdan Ghiu 



86 Branko Cegec 
87 Caius Dobrescu 
88 Calin Andrei Mihailescu 
89 Calin Vlasie 
90 Canan Coşkun 
91 Candan Yıldiz 
92 Cansu Okur 
93 Cansu Okur 
94 Cansu Pişkin 
95 Carl Tham 
96 Carles Torner i Pifarré 
97 Carlos Collado Seidel 
98 Carmen Borja 
99 Caroline Graham 

100 Caroline Stockford 
101 Cat Lucas 
102 Catalin Ghita 
103 Catherine Dunne 
104 Cecilia Hansson 
105 Celal Başlangıç 
106 Celia de Fréine 
107 Cèlia Sánchez-Mustich 
108 Cem Bahtiyar 
109 Cem Şimşek 
110 Ceren Sözeri 
111 Ceyda Karan 
112 Charles Montpetit 
113 Chi Thinh Hua 
114 Christian Ejlers 
115 Christina Hesselholdt 
116 Christine Anita Kinsey 
117 Christine McKenzie 
118 Cinta Arasa Carot 
119 Claudiu Komartin 
120 Colby Huynh 
121 Connie Bork 
122 Constantine Pakavakis 
123 Corin Braga 
124 Çağer Ekinci 
125 Çağrı Sarı 
126 Dan Stanciu 
127 Daniel Canty 
128 Daniel Piscu 
129 Daniela Luca 
130 Danielle Dubé 
131 Dario Grgic 
132 David Jou Mirabent 



133 David McPhail 
134 David T Le 
135 David Vu 
136 Davut Yeşilmen 
137 Delal Can  
138 Denisa Piscu Duran 
139 Deniz Yücel 
140 Dennis Altman AM 
141 Derwich M. Ferho 
142 Derya Okatan 
143 Diana Burazer Delalic 
144 Diane Gousse 
145 Dimitri Bontenakel 
146 Dimitris Alevras 
147 Dina Hrenciuc 
148 Dindar Karataş 
149 Disha Mullick 
150 Doina Rusti 
151 Dolors Miquel Abellà 
152 Dominique Gaucher 
153 Dominique Jan J. 
154 Dr Jillian Bamforth  
155 Dr Joanna Neilly  
156 Dr Josephine Scicluna  
157 Dr Shelagh Frances Weeks 
158 Dr Zerdesht Haco  
159 Dr. Cornelia Rohr  
160 Drago Glamuzina 
161 Drago Hedl 
162 Drago Pilsel 
163 Dragos Varga 
164 Drazen Katunaric 
165 Dubravko Marjanovic 
166 Dunja Falisevac 
167 Dylan Moore 
168 Ebru Taşdemir 
169 Ece Koçak 
170 Eda Narin 
171 Edo Popovic 
172 Egon Clausen 
173 Ekin Topçu 
174 Elena Liliana Popescu 
175 Elena Martí Segarra 
176 Elena Vladareanu 
177 Eleonora Solovey 
178 Elif Ideli 
179 Elisabeth Åsbrink 



180 Elisabeth Hjorth 
181 Elisabeth Lisa Gålmark 
182 Elisabeth Löfgren 
183 Elisabeth Olin 
184 Ellen Van Pelt 
185 Elnaz Baghlanian 
186 Émile Martel 
187 Emin Denis 
188 Emre Orman 
189 Enis Akın 
190 Enise Muzaffer Sahin 
191 Entela Kasi 
192 Ercan Ayrancı 
193 Ercüment Akdeniz 
194 Erdoğan Çalak 
195 Erik Bergqvist 
196 Erik Vlaminck 
197 Erol Aral 
198 Ervin Jahic 
199 Etienne Balibar 
200 Eulàlia Lledó Cunill 
201 Eva B. Magnusson 
202 Eva Gedin, Publisher Norstedts 
203 Evrim Kepenek 
204 Eylem Deniz Durgun 
205 Eylem Yılmazh 
206 Ezgi Taskin 
207 Faruk Balıkçı  
208 Fatih Pınar 
209 Fatih Polat 
210 Fatma Savci 
211 Fehim Işık 
212 Fevzi Özmen 
213 Fırat Yeşilçınar 
214 Fidel Erol 
215 Florica Courriol 
216 Florin Iaru 
217 Florina Ilis 
218 Franziska Sperr 
219 Fréderike Geerdink 
220 Gabriel de la S. T. Sampol Fullana 
221 Gaston Bellemare 
222 Gay Buckingham 
223 Geert Mak 
224 Gemma Rodríguez Villanueva 
225 George Ardeleanu 
226 George Gumisiriza 



227 Germaine Beaulieu 
228 Gernas Koçer 
229 Gideon Calder 
230 Giga Gracan 
231 Giray Poyraz Ürey 
232 Gizem Demir 
233 Goran Colakhodzic 
234 Gökhan Biçici 
235 Gökhan Durmuş  
236 Grozdana Cvitan 
237 Gulgeş Akdeniz 
238 Gülistan Dinç 
239 Güliz Vural 
240 Günay Aslan 
241 Gwyneth Lewis 
242 H. Neşe Özgen 
243 Hacı Bişkin 
244 Hai Thanh Nguyen 
245 Hakan Benli 
246 Hakkı Özdal  
247 Halil Dalkilic 
248 Halyna Coynash 
249 Halyna Kruk 
250 Hang Thi Le 
251 Hanna Bervoets 
252 Hannah Trevarthen 
253 Hanne Marie Svendsen 
254 Hans Lagerberg 
255 Hans-Jacob Nilsson 
256 Hasan Hüseyin Deniz 
257 Hasan Ozden  
258 Hasan Şahin 
259 Hasan Uçar 
260 Haydar Üstündağ 
261 Haye Koningsveld 
262 Hayri Tunç 
263 Hedi Fried 
264 Heike Nottebaum 
265 Heinrich Peuckmann 
266 Hekim Coşkun  
267 Hêlan Çiya 
268 Helen May Williams 
269 Helene Tursten 
270 Hélia Correia 
271 Henrik Sjöberg 
272 Herdem Kirtay Tatlisoy 
273 Hermann-Anders Korte 



274 Hind Fraihi 
275 Hoan Cong Nguyen 
276 Hoan Si Nguyen 
277 Hogir Berbir 
278 Hosheng Ossi 
279 Hugues Corriveau 
280 Hung Huu Pham 
281 Hung Quoc Pham 
282 Iben Melbye 
283 Ifigenija Simonović 
284 Ifor ap Glyn 
285 Ignasi Mora Tarrazona 
286 Ihor Kozlovskyi 
287 Ilija Trojanow 
288 Inês Lourenço 
289 Ing-Marie Eriksson 
290 Inger Frimansson 
291 Ioan Matiut 
292 Ioana Cistelecan 
293 Ioana Miron 
294 Irfan Babaoglu 
295 Iryna Slavinska 
296 Isobel Hodges 
297 Iulia Pana 
298 İlhami Algör 
299 İnanç Yıldız  
300 İrem Afşin  
301 İsmail Doygun 
302 İsmet Süzer 
303 Jackie Mansourian 
304 Jacob Andersen 
305 Jahanara Nuri 
306 James Miller 
307 Jan Henrik Swahn 
308 Jan Marsh 
309 Jana Beranová 
310 Jane Aaron 
311 Jane Fraser 
312 Janice Nguyen 
313 Jasminka Domas 
314 Jean-Louis Grosmaire 
315 Jean-Pierre Pelletier 
316 Jeni Williams 
317 Jennifer Clement 
318 Jennifer Strauss 
319 Jens Lohmann 
320 Jes Vestergaard 



321 Jesper Bengtsson, 
322 Jessie Munro 
323 Jo Mazelis 
324 Joan Borja 
325 Joan Chirwa 
326 Joan F. Mira 
327 Joan Schmidt 
328 Joanne Leedom-Ackerman 
329 Johan Fornäs 
330 Johanna Ekström 
331 John son Le 
332 Jonas Ellerström 
333 Jordi Bergonyó i Aroca 
334 Jordi Pàmias Grau 
335 Jordi Prenafeta i Pàmpols 
336 Jørgen Chr. Wind Nielsen 
337 José Cifuentes 
338 Josefina Vidal Morera 
339 Josep Coll Martí 
340 Josep Manuel Vidal-Illanes 
341 Juan Antonio Canel 
342 Juan Carlos Piñeyro 
343 Juan Mamo 
344 Judyth Hill 
345 Judyth Jenya 
346 Julia Forster 
347 Jurko Prochasko 
348 Kaan Çeltik 
349 Kaan Göktaş 
350 Kaite O’Reilly 
351 Kalle Güettler 
352 Kåre Bluitgen 
353 Karen Swenson 
354 Karsten Sand Iversen 
355 Kasim Kurdas 
356 Kateryna Botanova 
357 Kätlin Kaldmaa 
358 Katrina Greene 
359 Kemal Sarıoğlu 
360 Kim Ngoc Vu 
361 Kim Thi Nguyen 
362 Klaus Slavensky 
363 Knud Sørensen 
364 Knud Vilby 
365 Kutbettin Özer 
366 Kuvera Chalise 
367 Lada Cale Feldman 



368 Lani O’Hanlon 
369 Lars Denick 
370 Lars Sund 
371 Laura Jean McKay 
372 Laura Marchig 
373 Leanne Ly 
374 Lenore Huynh 
375 Leonardo Kovacevic 
376 Lesley Marshall 
377 Lia Faur 
378 Lia Mills 
379 Lídia Jorge 
380 Lieu Huu Le 
381 Lilian O. Montmar 
382 Liliana Corobca 
383 Line Chamberland 
384 Lisbeth Bonde 
385 Lissa Oliver 
386 Liviu Antonesei 
387 Lloyd Duong 
388 Loan Le 
389 Lotta Muth 
390 Louise Dupré 
391 Luca Paci 
392 Lucina Kathmann 
393 Lujo Ludwig Bauer 
394 Lukas Rohr 
395 Lulu Norman 
396 M. Carme Planells Muntaner 
397 M. Dolors Coll Magrí 
398 Magda Carneci 
399 Mai Huynh 
400 Mai Ngoc Diem 
401 Mai Palmberg 
402 Mai Thi Nguyen 
403 Mai Tri Dung 
404 Malin Bergman 
405 Mammad Aidani 
406 Manel Rodríguez-Castelló 
407 Manon Eames 
408 Marcos Tenesa Sospedra 
409 Margarida Aritzeta Abad 
410 Margriet Oostveen 
411 Maria Ekman 
412 Maria Herngren 
413 Maria João Cantinho 
414 Maria João Cantinho 



415 Maria Mercè Roca Perich 
416 Marion Campbell 
417 Mark Johaningsmeir 
418 Martin Huckerby 
419 Mary Katherine Wainwright 
420 Mary Rose Callaghan 
421 Maureen Freely 
422 Matthew Caruana Galizia  
423 Mazhar Zümrüt 
424 Mecîd Heso 
425 Mehmet Alî Ertaş 
426 Mehmet Erol 
427 Mehtap Yıldız 
428 Mehveş Evin 
429 Melike Çağan 
430 Meltem Akyol 
431 Memed Drews 
432 Meta Ottosson 
433 Metin Yoksu  
434 Michael Svennevig 
435 Michèle Bernard 
436 Mille Rode 
437 Miquel Àngel Llauger Rosselló 
438 Miquel Cardell Santandreu 
439 Mircea Cartarescu 
440 Mircea Dan Duta 
441 Miroslav Kirin 
442 Miruna Vlada 
443 Mirza Metin 
444 Mithat Fabian Sözmen 
445 Mladen Medar 
446 Mladen Urem 
447 Mohamed Rachid 
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451 Muzaffer Özgür 
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453 Müjgan S. Arpat 
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456 Nadezda Cacinovic 
457 Nalin Erdinc 
458 Natalia Snyadanko 
459 Nazan Özcan 
460 Nazim Dogan 
461 Nenad Popovic 



462 Neven Vulic 
463 Nevin Sungur 
464 Nevzat Onaran 
465 Newaf Mîro 
466 Nhu Thi Nguyen 
467 Nicolae Grigore Marasanu 
468 Nina George 
469 Nina Rasmussen 
470 Nora Bossong 
471 Nurcan Baysal  
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473 Oanh Nguyen 
474 Ola Nilsson 
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476 Oleksii Sinchenko 
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492 Paul Henry 
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495 Pedro Canais 
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500 Pere Joan Tous 
501 Perihan Gücük 
502 Peta Murray 
503 Peter Abspoel 
504 Peter Mosskin 
505 Peter Theunynck 
506 Philippe Sands 
507 Phuc Vu 
508 Phuong Le 



509 Pınar Dağ 
510 Prof. Angela V. John 
511 Prof. Tom Cheesman 
512 Prof. Tony Curtis 
513 Rabia Çetin  
514 Rabia Demiroğlu  
515 Rachida Lamrabet 
516 Radu Sergiu Ruba 
517 Radu Vancu 
518 Rae Marie Taylor 
519 Rafaqat Gondal 
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532 Riri Sylvia Manor 
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534 Robin Alasor 
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538 Rosaleen Bertolino 
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542 Rosetta Allan 
543 Rui Zink 
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546 Sally Baker 
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549 Samet Binici 
550 Samir Kheder Abde 
551 Sandra Cisneros 
552 Sandy Bremner 
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554 Scott Griffen 
555 Sean Nguyen 



556 Sebastià Bennassar Llobera 
557 Sebastià Portell Clar 
558 Sebüktay Kaan 
559 Selcuk Oz 
560 Selda Manduz 
561 Selman keleş 
562 Selvi Küçük 
563 Semiha Alankus 
564 Semra Çelebi 
565 Serban Axinte 
566 Serkan Çolak 
567 Serpil Ünal 
568 Seyran Panahi 
569 Shah Md Maksudul Alam 
570 Sharon Steeber 
571 Sheila Barrett 
572 Signe Hammer 
573 Sigrid Bousset 
574 Silvestre Vilaplana i Barnés 
575 Simona Sora 
576 Simone Theiss 
577 Siv Widerberg 
578 Snjezana Banovic 
579 Sofia Gräsberg 
580 Son Duc Dam 
581 Son Le 
582 Søren Ulrik Thomsen 
583 Stéphanie Paquin 
584 Susan Cobb 
585 Susanna Wettin Sjöholm 
586 Süleyman Arıoğlu  
587 Süleyman Gürsu 
588 Svetlana Carstean 
589 Sylvie Nicolas 
590 Sytske Sötemann 
591 Şehriban Aslan 
592 Şengül Karadağ 
593 Şêxmûs Sefer 
594 Tam Thi Le 
595 Tanja Kinkel 
596 Tanja Maljartschuk 
597 Tanja Tarbuk 
598 Tatjana Gromaca 
599 Teresa Martins Marques 
600 Teresa Salema Cadete 
601 Terry Carlbom 
602 Tetyana Teren 



603 Theresoa Albert 
604 Thi Dam 
605 Thinh Van Hua 
606 Thomas Nguyen 
607 Thuc Doan T. Le 
608 Thuy Tien Nguyen 
609 Thuyet Nguyen 
610 Tin Huynh 
611 Tolga Balcı 
612 Tom Ahlberg 
613 Tom Hetland 
614 Tomica Bajsic 
615 Tommy Flugt 
616 Tònia Passola 
617 Tuğba Tekerek 
618 Tunca Öğreten 
619 Turgut Dedeoğlu 
620 Tuyetnga T. Nguyen 
621 Ulf Ryberg 
622 Ulrike Lunacek 
623 Ümit Kılınç 
624 Vagn Plenge 
625 Vanda Miksic 
626 Vasile Gogea 
627 Vasyl Makhno 
628 Veysel Ok 
629 Vibeke Marx 
630 Vicenç Villatoro Lamolla 
631 Vicent Partal 
632 Victor Morozov 
633 Victoria Amelina 
634 Viorel Marineasa 
635 Volkan Gül 
636 Volodymyr Dibrova 
637 Volodymyr Yermolenko 
638 Vonne van der Meer 
639 William Robert Bytheway 
640 Xalê Arif 
641 Xiyasedin Sterk 
642 Yasin Kobulan 
643 Yavuz Bulut 
644 Yevgeniy Zakharov 
645 Yüksel Genç 
646 Zafer Diper 
647 Zelal Pelin Doğan 
648 Zerifa Hussein 
649 Zeynep Kuray 



650 Zeynep Sıla Sarıkaya 
651 Zeynep Tanbay 
652 Zeynep Yaş Salam 
653 Zinar Cheikhmous 
654 Zübeyde Sarı 

 


