PRESS FREEDOM IN TURKEY #gul‘rﬁg

MONTHLY BRIEFING / JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2022 journalists

www.freeturkeyjournalists.ipi.media

JOURNALISTS
m 38 CURRENTLY IN JAIL MEDIA
1 journalist was arrested. CRACKDOWN
IN JANUARY

@® 34 SENTENCED

4 ONGOING TRIAL
PRESS FREEDOM
VIOLATIONS THIS MONTH
IN TURKEY

TRIALS CALENDAR

In January, 29 journalist trials were held.
2 journalists were sentenced to:

11
= [Pl calls for immediate
SENTENCE release of Turkey journalist
Sedef Kabas charged with

insulting the president.
IPl Statement here —

In February, at least 37 journalist trials will
take place. See the calendar here —

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

In January:

o Broadcast regulator RTUK fined TELE 1 after Sedef : _
Kabas's critical remakrs of President Erdogan on tv while covering student
programme. demonstration.

Local journalist Faik Akgiin and the newspaper IPI statement here —
GuUnisigl threatened after reporting on university
student's suicide. Read more here —

See IPI's recap of press freedom developments in
early January.

= |PI condemned violent
detention of two journalists

IPI's WORK IN TURKEY

= |PI Stats: IPI published results of its trial monitoring programme for 2021.

= IPI Webinar (Feb 8): IPI Turkey National Committee, in partnership with the
IPI Columbia Global Centers | Istanbul (CGC), holds a webinar on hate speech and
discrimination in the Turkish media. Event will be in Turkish. Register

= [Pl Letter: 26 international organizations call on Turkey to release Sedef Kabas.

= [Pl Podcast: New episode at IP| Freedom Dialogues Turkey w/ prominent
journalist Tugrul Eryilmaz reviewing the current state Turkey’s journalism.
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TRIALS CALENDAR

JOURNALIST TRIALS
IN JANUARY

DEFENDANTS COURT

DIYARBAKIR 8. HIGH

ROJHAT DOGRU CRIMINAL COURT

ADNAN BILEN,CEMIL UGUR,
SEHRIBAN ABI, NAZAN SALA, ZEYNEP
DURGUT

VAN 5. HIGH CRIMINAL
COURT

ISTANBUL 11.

CANER TASPINAR CRIMINAL COURT

AHMET TURAN ALKAN, ALi BULAC,
iBRAHIM KARAYEGEN, iHSAN DAGI,
LALE SARIIBRAHIMOGLU, MEHMET
OZDEMIR, MUSTAFA UNAL,
MUMTAZER TURKONE, NURIYE
AKMAN, ORHAN KEMAL CENGIZ,
SAHIN ALPAY
(ZAMAN DAVASI| RETRIAL)

ISTANBUL 13. HIGH
CRIMINAL COURT

VAN 5. HIGH CRIMINAL

SELMAN KELES COURT

ISTANBUL 41.

RUSTEM BATUM (TRIAL 2) CRIMINAL COURT

ISTANBUL 22. HIGH

SADIYE ESER, SADIK TOPALOGLU CRIMINAL COURT

i iZMIR 19. HIGH
RUKEN DEMIR CRIMINAL COURT
i i i iISTANBUL 33. HIGH
ZIYA CIGEKG] CRIMINAL COURT
ROJDA 0GUZ VAN 4. HIGH CRIMINAL

COURT

CAN DUNDAR, OSMAN KAVALA,
MEHMET ALi ALABORA, AYSE
MUCELLA YAPICI, +OTHERS
(GEZIi TRIAL)

ISTANBUL 13. HIGH
CRIMINAL COURT

ISTANBUL 29. HIGH

MESALE TOLU CRIMINAL COURT

AGRI 2. HIGH CRIMINAL

ABDULLAH KAYA COURT

DIYARBAKIR 5. HIGH

ABDURRAHMAN GOK CRIMINAL COURT

CHARGES

DISRUPTING THE UNITY AND
INTEGRITY OF THE STATE;
SPREADING TERRORIST
PROPAGANDA; WILLFUL AND
MALICIOUS INJURY

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION

INSULT

ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE

CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER;
MEMBERSHIP IN A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; LEADING A
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION;

MAKING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA;

AIDING A TERRORIST

ORGANIZATION WHILST NOT BEING

A MEMBER

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION

INSULTING THE PRESIDENT

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION

SPREADING TERRORIST
PROPAGANDA

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; SPREADING
TERRORIST PROPAGANDA

ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE
GOVERNMENT AND/OR PREVENT IT

FROM FULFILLING ITS DUTY

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; SPREADING
TERRORIST PROPAGANDA

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; SPREADING
TERRORIST PROPAGANDA

MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; SPREADING

TERRORIST PROPAGANDA VIA THE

PRESS

Free

# Turkey

Journalists

VERDICTS

SENTENCED TO LIFE
SENTENCE AND 12 YEARS

1 MONTH

4 DEFENDANTS
ACQUITTED, NAZAN SALA
SENTENCED TO 1 YEAR 3

MONTHS

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

ACQUITTAL

ADJOURNED

ADJOURNED

% Complete, updated list of trials available at https://freeturkeyjournalists.ipi.media/trials-calendar/
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TRIALS CALENDAR JournallStS
a a
DATE DEFENDANTS COURT CHARGES VERDICTS
. INSULTING THE PRESIDENT;
20.01.2022 RUSTEM BATUM (TRIAL 1) ISTANBUL 5. CRIMINAL -\ ~ITING PUBLIC TO HATRED AND ADJOURNED
COURT
ENMITY
ANKARA 14. HIGH MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
20.01.2022 KENAN KIRKAYA L o AN ADJOURNED
: BATMAN 2. HIGH MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
21.01.2022 ENGIN EREN A oo AN ADJOURNED
FOUNDING AND LEADING AN
21.01.2022  YASEMIN CONGAR, YILDIRAY OGUR, : ; ADJOURNED
A e CRIMINAL COURT OBTAINING AND REVEALING
SECRET DOCUMENTS CONCERNING
NATIONAL SECURITY
, DEFYING THE LAW ON ASSEMBLIES
21.01.2022 VEDAT ORUC 'STANBUCL(;ShCT:R'M'NAL AND DEMONSTRATIONS; ADJOURNED
INSULTING A PUBLIC OFFICER
iSTANBUL 11. CRIMINAL
25.01.2022 CANER TASPINAR U, INSULT :
3 DIYARBAKIR 4. HIGH MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
25.01.2022 RAMAZAN AKOGUL o AN ADJOURNED
- - DIYARBAKIR 9. HIGH MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
26.01.2022 HATICE SAHIN R TN ADJOURNED
ANKARA 4. HIGH SPREADING TERRORIST
26.01.2022 DERYA OKATAN (TRIAL 2) RN eI ADJOURNED
o DIYARBAKIR 7.
27.01.2022 VELAT OZTEKIN VN INSULTING THE PRESIDENT ADJOURNED
: TARGETING PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO
27.01.2022 BUSE SOGUTLU 'SCTFQI’:‘A?#/&LZSbTJ'STH PARTICIPATED IN ANTI-TERROR ADJOURNED
OPERATIONS
; iSTANBUL 28. HIGH SPREADING TERRORIST
RUefi 22 RN LR CRIMINAL COURT PROPAGANDA VIA THE PRESS ADJOURNED
: MARDIN 2. HIGH MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
27.01.2022 CETIN KURSUN e AL oL AT ADJOURNED
DEFYING THE PRESS LAW NO. 5187
- (REVEALING THE IDENTITY OF
27.01.2022  EREN KESKIN, REYHAN CAPAN 'STANB%LC)ZLiFfTR'M'NAL MINORS WHO ARE VICTIMS OR ADJOURNED
SUSPECTS OF A CRIME VIA THE
PRESS)
28012022 CENAN KIRKAYA ANKARA 14. HIGH MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST ACQUITTAL

CRIMINAL COURT ORGANIZATION

% Complete, updated list of trials available at https://freeturkeyjournalists.ipi.media/trials-calendar/
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TRIALS CALENDAR — Journahsts
DATE TIME DEFENDANTS COURT CHARGES
01.02.2022 10:40 EREN TUTEL iSTANBUL 2. CRIMINAL COURT INSULTING A PUBLIC OFFICIAL
) EROL ONDEROGLU, SEBNEM iISTANBUL 13. HIGH CRIMINAL PV
01.02.2022 13:30 KORUR FINCANCI. AHMET NESIN COURT OZGUR GUNDEM RETRIAL
01.02.2022 CIGDEM TOKER UGG ERELEE 2 LREAINAL DEFAMATION
COURT
TARGETING PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO
PARTICIPATED IN ANTI-TERROR
02.02.2022 AHMET KANBAL AYDIN 3. HIGH CRIMINAL COURT OPERATIONS; INSULTING A PUBLIC
OFFICIAL
02.02.2022 10:15 OSMAN AKIN, VEYSi SARISOZEN iUl 126TJ|§TH CRILAINAL SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA
: TARGETING PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO
03.02.2022  11:40 BUSE SOGUTLU e 2C36TJ|IR’GTH ERIAINAS PARTICIPATED IN ANTI-TERROR
OPERATIONS
) : DIYARBAKIR 5. HIGH CRIMINAL FOUNDING AND LEADING A TERRORIST
03.02.2022  09:10 MEHMET SAHIN COURT ORGANIZATION
03.02.2022  09:40 SELMAN KELES (TRIAL 2) VAN 4. HIGH CRIMINAL COURT SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA
03.02.2022 10:20 HAYKO BAGDAT (TRIAL 3) iISTANBUL 51. CRIMINAL COURT INSULTING THE PRESIDENT
08.02.2022 SELDA MANDUZ KARS 2. HIGH CRIMINAL COURT SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA
_— DEFYING THE LAW ON ASSEMBLIES AND
08.02.2022 iDRIS YAYLA, +27 OTHERS BATMAN 1. CRIMINAL COURT O TR T R
08.02.2022 11:35 CENGIZ CANDAR iSTANBUL 30. CRIMINAL COURT PRAISING CRIME AND CRIMINALS
08.02.2022  09:55 HAZAL OCAK iSTANBUL 8. CRIMINAL COURT INSULTING A PUBLIC OFFICIAL
HAZAL OCAK, SERKAN OZAN, .
08.02.2022 13:30 OLCAY BUYUKTAS AKCA, OZAN iISTANBUL 2. CRIMINAL COURT INSULT, DEFAMATION
YURTOGLU
08.02.2022 11:10 DENIZ YUCEL (TRIAL 2) iISTANBUL 24. CRIMINAL COURT INSULTING A PUBLIC OFFICIAL
' e MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
09.02.2022 RUKEN DEMIR iZMIR 19. HIGH CRIMINAL COURT ORGANIZATION
) ASLI ERDOGAN [STANBUL 23. HIGH CRIMINAL
10.02.2022 10:50 (©ZGUR GUNDEM MAIN RE-TRIAL) COURT SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA
] . ISTANBUL 32. HIGH CRIMINAL MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
10.02.2022 10:00 ALi SONMEZ KAYAR COURT ORGANIZATION
) DEFYING THE LAW ON ASSEMBLIES AND
10.02.2022 9:15 SONYA BAYIK BATMAN 1. CRIMINAL COURT DEMONSTRATIONS
151022022 EYLEM SONBAHAR, SEMA ANTALYA 25. HIGH CRIMINAL RESISTING POLICE OFFICERS PREVENTING
e KARAKURT, +15 OTHERS COURT FROM PERFORMING THEIR DUTY: INSULT
g MEMBERSHIP OF TERRORIST
15.02.2022 10:30 iISMINAZ TEMEL, HAVVA CUSTAN BratiEll ZngJIFCQETH CRLYINAL ORGANIZATION; SPREADING TERRORIST
PROPAGANDA
16.02.2022 HAYKO BAGDAT (TRIAL 1) iSTANBUL 50. CRIMINAL COURT INSULTING THE PRESIDENT
17.02.2022 KCK ISTANBUL MAIN TRIAL (RAGIP iISTANBUL 3. HIGH CRIMINAL AIDING AND ABETTING A TERRORIST

ZARAKOLU AND OTHERS) COURT ORGANIZATION
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22.02.2022

22.02.2022

23.02.2022

24.02.2022

24.02.2022

25.02.2022

TRIALS CALENDAR

#Free
Turkey

UPCOMING TRIALS IN FEBRUARY

TIME DEFENDANTS COURT
DiYARBAKIR 8. HIGH CRIMINAL
BARIS BARISTIRAN (RETRIAL) COURT
AHMET MEMIS, ALI AKKUS, ATILLA
09:40 TAS, CEMAL AZMi KALYONCU, ISTANBUL 25. HIGH CRIMINAL
: GOKGE FIRAT CULHAOGLU, UNAL COURT
TANIK, YAKUP CETIN, YETKIN YILDIZ
SERIFE ORUC BATMAN 2. HIGH CRIMINAL COURT
GOKHAN BICICi ISTANBUL 8. CRIMINAL COURT
. Ay FHympt Py g {STANBUL 23. HIGH CRIMINAL
10:10 OZGURLUKCU DEMOKRASI COURT
CAN DUNDAR, OSMAN KAVALA, ,
10:00 MEHMET ALi ALABORA, AYSE ISTANBUL 13. HIGH CRIMINAL
: MUCELLA YAPICI, +OTHERS COURT
(GEZI TRIAL)
. DIYARBAKIR 11. HIGH CRIMINAL
DURKET SUREN COURT
YETKIN YILDIZ BAKIRKOY 31. CRIMINAL COURT
. ISTANBUL 3. HIGH CRIMINAL
11:45 KCK PRESS TRIAL COURT
KERIM KARAKAYA, FERCAN
YALINKILIC, MUSTAFA SONMEZ, .
9:35 SEDEF KABAS, MERDAN ISTANBUL 3. CRIMINAL COURT
YANARDAG, ORHAN AYDIN, +32
OTHERS
EREN KESKIN, HUSEYiIN AYKOL,
REYHAN CAPAN, iSLAM TUNER, :
10:15  LUTFI YAVUZASLAN, METHI KAYA, JTAREL 2 RIS AR I

HASAN BASAK AND KEMAL YAKUT
(0ZGUR GUNDEM TRIAL)

KiBRIYE EVREN

JAKE HANRAHAN, PHILIP JOHN
PENDLEBURY

SADIYE ESER, +33 OTHERS

COURT

DIYARBAKIR 5. HIGH CRIMINAL
COURT

DIYARBAKIR 8. HIGH CRIMINAL
COURT

ISTANBUL 6. HIGH CRIMINAL
COURT

journahsts

CHARGES

SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION;
AIDING A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION

INSULTING THE PRESIDENT

PUBLISHIN ON BEHALF OF A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; MEMBERSHIP OF A
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION; SPREADING
TERRORIST PROPAGANDA; PRAISING
CRIME AND CRIMINALS; INCITING PUBLIC
HATRED AND ENMITY

ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THE

GOVERNMENT AND/OR PREVENT IT FROM
FULFILLING ITS DUTY

AIDING A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION;
SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA

INSULT, DEFAMATION

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION

DEFYING THE LAW ON CAPITAL MARKET

SPREADING TERRORIST PROPAGANDA;
PRAISING CRIME AND CRIMINALS

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; SPREADING TERRORIST
PROPAGANDA

AIDING A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST
ORGANIZATION; SPREADING TERRORIST
PROPAGANDA
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FREE TURKEY JOURNALISTS NEWSROOM

The International Press Institute (IPl)
closely follows developments on press
freedom and journalists’ rights in the
country. Here is some of our most recent

content on Turkey. JournahStS

O IPI calls for release of Turkey journalist Sedef

Kabas
January 24, 2022

The IPI global network and IPI's Turkey National
Committee call for the immediate release of Turkish
journalist Sedef Kabas, who was arrested on Jan 22 on
charges of “insulting the president” after her critical
remarks on a tv programme.

_Read more |
mgﬁﬂlSlglu:z?: ) GALERILER WM VIDEOLAR 38% VAZARLAR g} RESMI ILA
O Turkey journalist threatened after reporfing on [ —_———————
siu d e ni’ s S Uic id e FLAS HABER > “GAZETECILER GENIS YASAL HAKLARA SAHIP OLMALI”
january 74, 2022 SON DAKIKA YILDIRIM: “ELAZIG, IKTIDARIN EN ONEMSEDIG] SEHIRLERDEN BIRI™

IPI condemned threats against Turkish journalist Faik
Akgln and the newspaper Gunisigl, based in the central
Anatolian city of Elazig, after the newspaper published a

MAALESEF!

report on the suicide of a university student.

O IPI marks Working Journalists Day in Turkey as

trials against journalists continue
January 10, 2022

Turkey marked Working Journalists Day - an occasion that ¢
has become even more symbolic and important given
that many journalists have lost their jobs due to the
pandemic in the last two years. Moreover, those who
continue to carry out their profession, whether as a staff
journalist or as a freelancer, face various challenges in
providing news to public.

Read more

** This document has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The contents of this document are
* the sole responsibility of IPl and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union.
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